
Using today’s technology to 
better serve your Plex data

Tools and Infrastructure include:
ODBC Connectivity, SQL DB in MS Azure Cloud, PowerBI, and 
Microsoft Teams



EG Industries
Tony Brown – Director of Business Systems/IT since 2010

Privately Held Company
Established in 1981 – Plex since 2011
$215+ Million w/ 700+ Associates
11 Locations – 9 Manufacturing
8 US - 1 Canada - 1 Dominican Republic

Automotive, Medical,
and Industrial

Tony’s Plex Profile – Background

EG Industries – 10 Implementations with Plex and Revolution Group since 2010
Previous Company – Led or supported 3 Plex Implementations
Current Roles/Responsibilities:

Department of 4 Associates:  2 Support Plex / 2 Support IT & Office 365
Support Role: C.I., Supply Chain, Process, and Q&D
FY21 Goals: MS Azure Cloud Migration (18 of 64 Servers) & Cella Application Implementation



Problem Statement:
EG Industries associates have become “mechanics” of the data in 

the language of our business at all levels of management.

Root Causes:
No internal developer on staff to write VisionPlex or Intelliplex reports
Outsourcing development costly and hard to get approved
Corporate Resources struggled with data silos scattered across 11 locations



Definitions of the Tools:
ODBC – Open DataBase Connection
PowerBI – Business Analytics Service by Microsoft
SQL – Structured Query Language for Databases
Microsoft Teams – Microsoft Collaboration Tool
Microsoft Azure – Cloud platform
Office 365 – Cloud Application Subscription

Word, Excel, Access, Teams, Sharepoint, Outlook, etc.



How does ODBC work and why do I need it?

ODBC CONNECTION

Data Engine Extract it Form it Visualize it Serve it

Other DBs can be used as well (Access, MySQL, etc.)



How and where do I get the ODBC Driver 
for Windows?

- Issue a Plex support ticket
- Ask for the ODBC Progress DataDirect Client 

Documentation (PDF Step by Step)
- Plex does charge for this connectivity $$
- Does connect to the Report Server 

- (Up to 4 hours old data)



How do I install it and connect to Plex?

Step
By

Step



Microsoft Teams
- Create a Teams Site for each functional area

- Create Channels in those Teams Sites to 
collaborate and share information

- Add apps like PowerBI to server your internal 
customers



PowerBI Live Demo in Teams
- Inventory Dashboards
- Capacity Plan
- Sales & Material Buy Forecasting
- Schedule Attainment
- Tool Change Overs



Art of the possible / What’s Next?
- Microsoft Cloud Migration (18 Servers)
- IoT Azure Hub Data Collection
- Predictive and Preemptive Analytics
- Machine Learning / A.I.
- Simplified Control Panel (MES)
- Process Automation



Questions?


